
Claiborne Christian School English IV (12th Grade) Summer Reading Assignment 

Freakonomics by Steven D. Levitt and Stephen J. Dubner   

Your summer reading assignment is Freakonomics, a book in which a “rogue economist explores 

the hidden side of everything.” It is recommended that you purchase a copy of the book; 

however, you may borrow it as well.  

Carefully provide complete, thorough, and original answers for each of the questions that you 

will find on the following pages. I expect high-quality answers—not short phrases and one-

sentence answers. Look up any terms or words you do not know.  

Please type your responses in MLA style using a correct heading, double spacing, and Times 

New Roman 12-point font. Please number your responses accurately. You do not need to type 

the question. These questions are designed to help increase your comprehension of this book and 

prepare you for our in-class discussions. Bring your typed responses along with this assignment 

sheet and your book with you when you come to class. 

Please bring TWO copies of your responses! One copy I will collect for a grade on the first 

full day of school, August 18, 2016. The other copy you will keep for class discussion. You will 

also receive a grade for a reading check test on the book, which will be taken on August 18 as 

well. Please note that the test is designed to be easy if you read the book.  

If you have any questions, you may email me at erica.osborne@claibornechristian.org. Have a 

wonderful summer and happy reading!     

Mrs. Osborne 

 

Essay Questions 

CHAPTER 1: “What Do Schoolteachers and Sumo Wrestlers Have in Common?”   

1. Chapter one deals with cheating, societal mores, and economic incentives. Thoroughly discuss 

the economic incentives that cause usually honest/moral people to cheat. Choose TWO of the 

situations discussed in the chapter: Tardy parents, sumo wrestlers and/or school teachers. 

Thoroughly explain what the two groups that you have chosen have in common, what their 

economic incentives are/were, whether these incentives succeeded or failed, and why. 

Additionally, you must provide an example of cheating that you have personally witnessed 

(friend, someone you know, family member, etc.) for economic or other incentives, and discuss 

why this occurred, whether it was successful and how, or, if not, what were the adverse 

consequences of this action.  

CHAPTER 2: “How is the Ku Klux Klan Like a Group of Real Estate Agents?”  

2. Chapter two deals with the concept of “information asymmetry” and its effect on society. 

Explain this concept and how the authors connect it throughout the chapter to the groups listed: 

Ku Klux Klan, Real-Estate Agents, and “The Weakest Link.” In your opinion, how is 

mailto:erica.osborne@claibornechristian.org


“information asymmetry” ethical or unethical? In your own life, how have you been a perpetrator 

or victim of “information asymmetry”? Use examples from the chapter to support your response.  

CHAPTER 3: “Why Do Drug Dealers Still Live with Their Moms?”  

3. In Chapter three, Freakonomics tackles the subject of conventional wisdom and, in providing 

information from a study about drug dealers, argues that often the conventional wisdom is 

simply not true. The chapter in turn dispels much of our knowledge regarding the drug trade. 

Using examples from the text, explain how J.T. and the Black Disciples are similar to a franchise 

like McDonald's. How is the drug trade similar to the hierarchy in the American business world? 

Explain how incentives differ for the upper management of a drug ring and lower "foot 

soldiers?"   

CHAPTER 4: “Where Have All the Criminals Gone?”  

4. Chapter 4 deals with the lowering of the crime rate in America, in all categories of crime, 

during the late 1970s and early 1980s. Various diverse theories have been proposed as to the 

drop in the crime rate, with numerous elected and judicial officials claiming credit due to their 

actions and/or plans for reducing crime. The authors indicate a completely different reason for 

the crime rate being lowered. Their proposal is controversial, raised many eyebrows, and is often 

rejected by other economists and officials. Explain thoroughly what the authors’ theory is for the 

lowering of the crime rate, provide statistics from the chapter to support their argument, and then 

thoroughly analyze their theory: Do you agree or disagree with their idea? Why or why not? 

authors.   

CHAPTER 5: “What Makes a Perfect Parent?”  

5. In Chapter 5, the authors argue that research refutes the conventional wisdom held by most 

parents that what a parent makes a difference in whether a child succeeds. When looking at 

statistical data over a period of time, what does “correlation” mean? How is it different from 

“causation”? Explain an example from your where you have observed “correlation” being 

confused with “causation.” Describe, in general terms, the Early Childhood Longitudinal Study 

(ECLS)? Who conducted it, who was the target of the study, and what was the purpose of the 

study? According to the data developed from this study, what is more important regarding a 

child’s success on standardized tests: what a parent does for a child or what a parent is? In your 

opinion, what might be an explanation for such a strange conclusion? Do you believe this 

conclusion accurately expresses “causation”?   

CHAPTER 6: “A Roshanda by Any Other Name”  

6. Chapter 6 covers the first thing a parent ever does for their children: naming them. The 

author’s major question is if names (as in the instances of Winner, Loser, and Temptress) are 

merely a curiosity or if a name has something larger to say about names and culture. A large 

study was conducted using California birth records, and these records showed that there was a 

tight correlation between how “black” or “white” a name sounds and how that person did in life. 

What do the authors have to say about this correlation? Do you agree? Fully explain the author’s 

theory and use examples from the book to support their argument. Do you agree or disagree with 



their idea? Why or why not? Does your name or your parents’ names appear on any of the list, 

either in the chapter or in the notes at the back of the book? If so, do you think it means 

anything?  

READ THE BONUS MATERIAL AS WELL. THERE WILL BE TEST QUESTIONS ON 

THE BONUS MATERIAL. 

 

Assessment  

A range (93-100%) – Essay answers indicate critical and close reading, thoughtful engagement 

and analysis. Very few if any grammatical or formatting errors are present. Academic voice. All 

directions are followed.   

B range (85-92%) – Essay answers predominantly critical and close reading, and mostly 

thoughtful engagement and analysis. Some, although few, grammatical or formatting errors may 

be present. Academic voice. All directions are followed.   

C range (77-84%) – Essay answers indicate some critical and close reading and analysis, 

although understanding of the text may be tangential or superficial. Very few if any grammatical 

or formatting errors are present. Academic voice. All directions are followed.  

D or F – (0-76%) These responses are not acceptable for English IV level work.  It is unclear 

whether the book was read, or understood.  Multiple errors in grammar, voice and formatting 

may be present.   

 


